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REVERED,



We are informing You about the ROMART –International Festival of Roma Culture and the manifestations about the similar topic (mediapromotions, TV material projections, concerts that will promote the ROMART 2008 festival). Searching for strategical partners is in progress, with they help, we will create a strong brand, that will be enough to focus the world's attention to this region (turistical, cultural and business).


Roma are people who managed to survive and keep their culture and unique spirit in spite of century’s long estrangement and isolation. Great number of European countries recognized that solving this problem of Roma minority is inevitable in achieving the highest standards of modern societies.  The size, complexity and the need for its resolution is finally getting recognized. A new and more positive atmosphere for a wider action in this field is being generated through media, announcement of Decade of Roma, financial assistance of European Union and other similar actions. We are still finding prejudice, intolerance and racial discrimination on one side, territorial and religious diversity, nomadic way of life on the other. This shows that the process of Roma integration still has not gotten acceptable extent and form.



ROMART –International Festival of Roma Culture was held in Subotica, Serbia from August30th till September 01st. This year’s festival welcomed over 140 performers from Serbia, Check Republic and Hungary. The festival was organized by NGO “POLIS FEST” in cooperation with O.D. “REPER” and Roma Education Centre in Subotica. It was also supported by European Cultural Foundation, Assembly of the Autonomous Province of Vojvodina and The City of Subotica. You can find more detailed information about the festival by following this link: www.romartfest.com.



POLIS FEST is a citizens association founded to take part in solving many problems in fields of culture, ecology, human rights, minority rights etc in our country.

O.D. “REPER” is a company that is involved in tourism and publishing.

Roma Education Centre works on increasing involvement of Roma into local milieu on the territory of Republic of Serbia.



The festival is set with ambition to represent the most interesting achievements of Roma culture. It is trying to bring creative potential of this neglected ethnic group to the surface. During the festival visitors could see theater plays and movies that deal with these problems. They also could hear different types of music from classical and jazz to more modern musical forms like rap and hip-hop. Our most important goal is promoting modern artistic expression of Roma artists from the worlds of music, theater and film. Our intention is creating a backdrop for talented artists to represent vast cultural wealth of Roma community. We think that we must show the non Roma people that there is a possibility to live together with the Roma nation. There is needed to establish better international cooperation in this topic, so that we can make a stronger ethnic and confessional tolerance.


The first inspiration for organising the ROMART festival gave us the orchestra (mostly in Serbia, Hungary and Romania), whos music consist from continous improvising, change of rythm, and rich harmony. This stlyle was evolved with the music from Hungary, Romania, Balkans and classics, Vienne and Budapest salons, gipsy tents etc. Many Roma families from Subotica are representing this style, and played this kind of music over generations. Today we have a lot of quality musicians in the city, starting from the young talents, the Roma teachers in the Music school of Subotica, many jazz, world, and GYASS orchesrta (a unique music genre, invented in Subotica), the most known representers from this style are the MATO URALO, who are also in synthesis in jazz, funk, rock, blues and classical music. This fact makes Subotica quite unique, which is commonly known as a multinational, multiethnic and very tolerant city, and logically makes the ambient of Palic the best place to hold the festival.
As we told before, this style cannot be described by any other musical genres, so the manifestation would give an exclusice chance for presenting it, also it would have a innovative effect, in other hand, it will show a different (non common) side of the Roma nation.


The potential goals and functions of this manifestation can be realy numerous. Showing to wide audition (directly or with the help of media) the currently not sufficently expressed artists and art, we want to show that the Roma is an essential part of the world's culture, and pointing to their expectional achivments as the value of being "different". Our goals among the others are making a sub-program like showcase for the traditional professions, painting and statue exposure, amature theatre performances, classical music concerts. Enstablishing foundations for the young, talented Roma people (dance school, music, conventional society, etc.). Gathering the numerous people form different nation and area would help analyzing the Roma and other European nations from many angles, we would also like to cooperate in this topic with the philosophical universities from Novi Sad and Belgrade. One important goal for the POLIS FEST is, accorded to fact that in Subotica lives many talented Roma artists, presenting them to wide audience, and showing that they have a realy colorful cultural past. For the next year we're planning to enlarge the festival and richen the program (inviting students from the European music shcools, more teathre performers, orchestra from France, Spain, Italy, Austria, etc.), raising the festival to European levels. We're expecting, as another positive result, to promote Subotica, Vojvodina and Serbia as a serious touristical, business and cultural destination. The quality artist and the new talents will get a chance to present themselfs, this would, beside the tourists, attract the attenion of foreign managers and producer, also opens a possibility for serious export material, that is positive even to atrist themselfs. The undoubtful importance of the festival is improoving the culture in the region, but also bringing more closely Serbia and Vojvodina, as regions where tolerance, human rights and cultural development dominates. This is another step towards the European Union, where the border is located near the ROMART place. 


The concept is that the festival should gather more strenght, so it can grow larger over time, and with that, become the part of the tradition in Palic.


The fact that separates this manifestation from others is the effort for making every part of it quality, to ensure the success. This mostly means the high quality technical equipment (sounding and lights), so the exelent program can be presented in its full value. High quality organising is a great challange in this big project, but we took that to our shoulders. The whole ROMART festival (the first and the second also) has been recorded with professional audio-video equipment, some of these where allready presented. The making of the promotional multimedia material, which is going to be offered to foreign media in goal to focus their attention to Roma problems, is in progress.


POLIS FEST is still a lightly aprooved NGO (effectively there are three people working in it). It exists a little more than a year, but allready organised two festivals and made a few ecological projects. The goals that we're started to reach are positive and very useful to the whole society, but also very complex, that is why we're asking You, to help this idea on ANY POSSIBLE WAY (guesting the festival, offer, suggestions or forwarding this mail in your circle of friends), to enjoy the sensation togetheter in the first week of Jul (thats the date of the third ROMART festival). In the meantime we will organise a few smaller concerts (classical, hip-hop and GYASS), in purpose to promote the next ROMART with the help of great Roma performers.

Thanks in advance,

president Goran Nikolic

director Ivan Sabanov

secretary general Zsolt Torok

