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Foreword

This is the first baseline study concerning language assistants for foreign
language teaching in Slovenia. Therefore, we hope that it will be both
successful in its aim and that it will encourage further studies of its kind.
It is intended for those who are interested in the educational practice of
non-native and native speakers collaborating in the teaching process -
whether they are involved in the Language Assistant Scheme in Slovenia
or would like to be, or whether they have similar experiences or interests.

Foreign language education is of vital importance to Slovenia. The
introduction, in 1994, of language assistants to some Slovenian primary
and secondary schools was an attempt to improve the students’
proficiency in learning foreign languages.

After six years the effectiveness of the scheme needed to be evaluated. The
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport and the British Council
commissioned a joint project to understand the current operation of the
scheme and to provide an initial evaluation. Therefore a baseline study
was selected as the most appropriate method of investigation. The
Baseline Study examines the status quo of the Scheme in the school year
1999/2000.

In chapters one to three, the report describes the Slovenian education
system, the origin of the Language Assistant Scheme and the way that the
Baseline Study was organised. Chapter four focuses on classroom
observation. Chapters five to nine concentrate on the following
stakeholders: the teachers, the students, the language assistants, the
mentors and the headteachers. Chapter ten reviews the findings and,
makes initial recommendation for the improvement of the Scheme.

The views and perspectives expressed in this volume do not in any way
represent the views of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the
Republic of Slovenia or The British Council and are solely the
responsibilities of the individual authors acting in their private capacity.

We hope you enjoy reading the report.



