
<html>
<META name="description" conten t="Table of Content">
<META name="keywords" content="language learning assis tant scheme Slovenia Brit ish Council  SLO EN L T03">
<title>The Language Assis tant Scheme in Slovenia - A Baseline Study</tit le>
<!--NOSEARCH START-->

The Language Assistant Scheme
in Slovenia

A Baseline Study

Edited by

J. Charles Alderson
Karmen Pižorn
Nataša Žemva

Lois Beaver

The Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia
and

The British Council Slovenia

Ljubljana
2001



The Language Assistant Scheme in Slovenia: A Baseline Study

Published by Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic
of Slovenia and The British Council Slovenia

Edited by: J. Charles Alderson, Karmen Pi�orn, Nata�a �emva and Lois
Beaver

Layout by Nata�a �emva, Karmen Pi�orn and Lois Beaver

Printed by Birografika Bori d.o.o, Ljubljana

Ljubljana, April 2001

© 2001 The British Council Slovenia and the Ministry of Education,
Science and Sport of the Republic of Slovenia

Copies printed: 700

CIP – Kataložni zapis o publikaciji
Narodna in univerzitetna knjižnica v Ljubljani

81’24:371.3(497.4)(082)

    The LANGUAGE assistant scheme in Slovenia : a baseline
study / edited  by J. Charles Alderson … [et al.]. – Ljubljana :
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of
Slovenia : British Council Slovenia, 2001

ISBN 961-6101-08-0 (Ministry of Education, Science and Sport
of the Republic of Slovenia)
1. Alderson, J. Charles
111716864

                                                



Acknowledgements

Our initial thanks go to the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport and
The British Council in Slovenia for commissioning this Study, for their
financial and organisational support, and moral encouragement.

Our special thanks go to Prof. J. Charles Alderson for his expert advice
and moral support throughout the process of the Baseline Study. His
continual communication via E-mail and readiness to answer any
questions and give suggestions to us was invaluable and much
appreciated.

Thanks also to Ms Jayanti Banerjee for her expert advice, hard work and
help during the demanding task of data analysis.

We are grateful to the members of the Baseline Study Team for all their
hard work and dedication in trying to make the Study a success. We hope
that the experience was positive and will be beneficial to their personal
and professional lives.

We would also like to thank Mr Mark Andrews and Ms Edit Nagy for their
input and help during the workshops.

We would like to acknowledge the co-operation of all the schools involved
in the observations. And therefore, the headteachers, language teachers,
language assistants and students who answered our questions or were
observed.



The Baseline Study Team

J. Charles Alderson
Mark Andrews
Jayanti Banerjee
Lois Beaver
Danila Beloglavec
Branka Dobov�ek-Dekleva
Vineta Er�en
Milena For�tner
Zdravka Godunc
Vidojka Harej
Julija Heinrich-Harrington
Edit Nagy
Tanja Nemec
Jo�ica Nuč
Karmen Pi�orn
Lučka Pristavec
Bronka Straus
Irena �kulj
George Yeoman
Nata�a �emva
Tanja �upanek



Table of Contents

Foreword
Chapter 1 The Education System in Slovenia

Zdravka Godunc
1

Chapter 2 The Language Assistant Scheme in Slovenia
Danila Beloglavec and Bronka Straus

9

Chapter 3 Overview of the Study
Karmen Pi�orn

23

Chapter 4 Classroom Observation
Vidojka Harej, Tanja Nemec and Lois Beaver

41

Chapter 5 Teachers
Milena For�tner and Lučka Pristavec

55

Chapter 6 Students' Perspective
Jo�ica Nuč and Karmen Pi�orn

71

Chapter 7 Language Assistants
Lois Beaver and Nata�a �emva

89

Chapter 8 Mentors
Karmen Pi�orn

107

Chapter 9 Headteachers
Branka Dobov�ek-Dekleva, Bronka Straus and Nata�a �emva

117

Chapter 10 Main Findings, Conclusions and Recommendations
Branka Dobov�ek-Dekleva, Lois Beaver, Karmen Pi�orn and
Nata�a �emva

127

Epilogue 141

Appendices 143

References 183



Table of Appendices

Appendix 1 Classroom Observation Schedule, Focusing on
Teacher/Language Assistant

Appendix 2 Classroom Observation Schedule, Focusing on Students

Appendix 3 Post-Lesson Interview Schedule for Groups of Students

Appendix 4 Post-Lesson Interview Schedule for Teachers

Appendix 5 Post-Lesson Interview Schedule for Language Assistants

Appendix 6 Interview Schedule for Headteachers

Appendix 7 Questionnaire for Other Language Teachers

Appendix 8 Questionnaire for Language Assistants

Appendix 9 Questionnaire for Mentors

Appendix 10 Sample of Completed Sociogram

Appendix 11 Contract between the Ministry of Education, Science and
Sport and the host school, 1999/2000

Appendix 12 Instructions for Arranging Employment and Residency for
Foreign Language Assistants, 2000/2001

Appendix 13 Timetables of Induction Courses, 1998/1999, 2000/2001

Appendix 14 English Language Assistants Recruited through the Central
Bureau for Central and Eastern Europe from 1994
onwards

Appendix 15 The Structure of the Education System of Slovenia



Foreword

This is the first baseline study concerning language assistants for foreign
language teaching in Slovenia. Therefore, we hope that it will be both
successful in its aim and that it will encourage further studies of its kind.
It is intended for those who are interested in the educational practice of
non-native and native speakers collaborating in the teaching process -
whether they are involved in the Language Assistant Scheme in Slovenia
or would like to be, or whether they have similar experiences or interests.

Foreign language education is of vital importance to Slovenia. The
introduction, in 1994, of language assistants to some Slovenian primary
and secondary schools was an attempt to improve the students’
proficiency in learning foreign languages.

After six years the effectiveness of the scheme needed to be evaluated. The
Ministry of Education, Science and Sport and the British Council
commissioned a joint project to understand the current operation of the
scheme and to provide an initial evaluation. Therefore a baseline study
was selected as the most appropriate method of investigation. The
Baseline Study examines the status quo of the Scheme in the school year
1999/2000.

In chapters one to three, the report describes the Slovenian education
system, the origin of the Language Assistant Scheme and the way that the
Baseline Study was organised. Chapter four focuses on classroom
observation. Chapters five to nine concentrate on the following
stakeholders: the teachers, the students, the language assistants, the
mentors and the headteachers. Chapter ten reviews the findings and,
makes initial recommendation for the improvement of the Scheme.

The views and perspectives expressed in this volume do not in any way
represent the views of the Ministry of Education, Science and Sport of the
Republic of Slovenia or The British Council and are solely the
responsibilities of the individual authors acting in their private capacity.

We hope you enjoy reading the report.


