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Dear School Director:

The Center for Education Studies, from the Faculty of Education Studies of the University of Ljubljana carries out a multi-country survey on the nature of regulation and extent of equitable implementation of parental participation (in decision-making, in extracurricular activities, and in the education of one’s own children) in state elementary schools; in relation to school level factors and to the attitudes and beliefs of school directors; both at national and international level. Your school is one of the xx schools from your country randomly selected to be in the sample. 

The survey is carried out at the level of primary schools, and the schools interviewed were selected randomly. Consequently, each response is of great value as it represents many other schools. For this reason we would like to invite you to learn more about your experience as a school director in working with parents those pupils attend your school. The survey should take 25 to 30 minutes to complete. Your participation is voluntary and you opinions under no circumstance will be associated with our name or your school. Our aim is to count the different experiences school parents relations.
If you have any questions or concerns about responding to this questionnaire you may contact us at: … . The Ministry of Education has endorsed this study (attached). If you have concerns about your rights as a participant in this study you please do not hesitate to contact us.
Thank you for your cooperation in this very important effort.

Sincerely,

	
	Module 1 – School background information 


	1.
	Please estimate the total number of pupils enrolled in your school in the academic year 2007/2008?

     
(write number indicated by respondent)

89
Don’t know
99
Refused


	2.
	Please estimate, for the current academic year (2007/2008), the number of staff working in your school as:

Full-time
Part-time
Don’t know
Refused
a. School level management (director, etc.)
     
     
89
99
b. Classroom teachers (professionals involved in teaching activities)
     
     
89
99
c. Teacher aides (non-professionals that carry out teaching or support for teachers)
     
     
89
99
d. Professional support personnel (psychologist, social worker, etc.)

     
     
89
99
e. Support personnel (assistants, bookkeepers, cleaners, security personnel, etc.)
     
     
89
99
f. Other (please specify):                                                                             .
     
     
89
99


	3.
	Please estimate what percentage of teachers currently teaching in your school are:

Of those full-time
Of those part-time
Don’t know
Refused
a. fully qualified teaching professionals carrying out teaching activities in the subject matters in accordance to their qualifications? 
     
     
89
99
b. fully qualified teaching professionals carrying out teaching activities in other subject matters than their qualifications?

     
     
89
99
c. temporaries? (teaching personnel working on a yearly contract).
     
     
89
99


	4.
	How long have you been:
number given by respondent
Don’t know
Refused

a. working in the field of education? (in years)

89
99
b. the director of the school? (in years)

89
99


	5.
	Please estimate how much of your time is dedicated to teaching activities:

  1
I do not have any teaching obligations while being school director
  2
Less than 25 percent
  3
Over 25 but less than 50 percent
  4
Over 50 but less than 75 percent
  5
Over 75 percent
89
Don’t know

99
Refused


	6.
	What percentage of pupils in your school you would say that:
Less than 5%

Over 5 but less than 10%

Over 10 but less than 25%

Over 25%

Don’t know

Refus-ed

a. come from a household without regular income.
1
2
3
4
89
99
b. come from single parent households.
1
2
3
4
89
99
c. come from households with one parent working abroad.
1
2
3
4
89
99
d. come from households with both parents working abroad.
1
2
3
4
89
99
e. come from orphanages.
1
2
3
4
89
99
f. belong to an ethnic minority.
1
2
3
4
89
99
g.  have special educational needs.
1
2
3
4
89
99


	7.
	Does your school have a School Board?

Yes
  1
No
  2
Don’t know

89
Refused
99

	7.a If yes, are PARENTS of pupils attending your school represented: 

Yes
  1
No
  2
Don’t know

89
Refused
99


	
	7.b If YES, how satisfied are you with parents members of the School Board from the view of:

To a large extent

To some extent

To a limited extent

Not at all

Don’t know

Refused

a. The attendance at School Board meetings.

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. The input provided at School Board meetings.

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. The support provided to solve problems related to school live.

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. The extent at which Board decisions communicated to Parents’ Council.

1

2

3

4

89

99

h. Other (please, specify):                                                .

1

2

3

4

89

99



	
	Module 2 – School-parent communication 
There are different methods for schools to communicate with parents. The questions below inquire about the methods used by your school.



	8.
	In average, how often in your school, if at all:
At least once a month

At least once a semester

At least once a year

Not at all

Don’t know

Refused
a. do form teachers organize regular meetings with parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
b. do subject teachers organize regular meetings with parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
c. are school director–parents meetings organized?
1
2
3
4
89
99
d. is written evaluation of pupil’s performance sent to parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
e. is information on curriculum sent to parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
f. is information on school events and activities sent to parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
g. is information on school policies and regulations sent to parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
h. is a school newsletter sent to parents?
1
2
3
4
89
99
I do teachers or professional support personnel make home visits?

1
2
3
4
89
99
k. surveys are carried out to find out the opinions/attitudes of parents?

1
2
3
4
89
99
m. Other (please specify):                                                                     .
1
2
3
4
89
99


	9.
	Please estimate the percentage of parents in your school regularly (at least half time of meetings) engaged in: 

Form teacher-parents meetings
Teacher-parents meetings
School director-parents meetings
percent
  1
  1
  1
Less than 25 percent 
  2
  2
  2
Over 25  but less than 50 percent
  3
  3
  3
Over 50 but less than 75 percent

  4
  4
  4
Over 75 percent
  5
  5
  5
Not the case
89
89
89
Don’t know

99
99
99
Refused


	10.
	If regular meetings held in your school, identify the three most common topics discussed (1 being the most common):

1. 
2. 

3. 



	11.
	Does your school have a strategy/ policy on how to communicate with ALL parents?

Yes
  1
No
  2
Don’t know

89
Refused
99

	11.a. If yes, please name the main approaches in the strategy/ policy: 












	12.
	How much of the following present barriers and problems in meaningful communication with parents in your school:

To a large extent
To some extent
To a limited extent
Not at all

Don’t know

Refused
a. Lack of parents’ interest in communicating with school.
1
2
3
4
89
99
b. Parents’ limited time to get informed about school issues.
1
2
3
4
89
99
c. Lack of parents’ communication skills.

1
2
3
4
89
99
d. Lack of teachers’ interest in communicating with parents.
1
2
3
4
89
99
e. Teachers’ workload.
1
2
3
4
89
99
f. School’s limited capacities to communicate with all parents.
1
2
3
4
89
99
g. Overall conflictual athmosphere between school and parents.

1
2
3
4
89
99
h. Lack of training of teachers for engagmenet with parents

1
2
3
4
89
99
i. Other (please, specify):                                                               .
1
2
3
4
89
99


	13.
	In your school what categories of parents, if any, are more difficult to communicate with? Please name the three most important ones (1 being the most difficult type):

1. 

2. 

3. 



	
	Module 3 – Opportunities for parents to support school activities ( 5 questions, 17 items) 



	14.
	How often in the current academic year has your school asked parents to:

At least once a month

At least once a semester

At least once a year

Never
Don’t know

Re-fused
a. participate in organizing school/classroom ceremonies?
1
2
3
4
89
99
b. participate in organizing social activities at school/classroom level?
1
2
3
4
89
99
c. provide teaching assistance to teachers?
1
2
3
4
89
99
d. organize a school/classroom support group?
1
2
3
4
89
99
e. sponsor activities carried out at school/classroom level?
1
2
3
4
89
99
f. fund-raise for school?
1
2
3
4
89
99
g. help other parents with supporting their children’s education?
1
2
3
4
89
99
h. represent the school at different events?
1
2
3
4
89
99
i. Other (please, specify):                                                                    .
1
2
3
4
89
99


	15.
	Which do you consider to be the three school activities in your school that most successfully engage parents (not only from the list above)?

1. 

2. 

3. 



	16.
	Please estimate the percentage of parents that have engaged in the three activities identified above:

First activity
Second activity
Third activity

percent
  1
  1
  1
Less than 25 percent
  2
  2
  2
Over 25  but less than 50 percent
  3
  3
  3
Over 50 but less than 75 percent

  4
  4
  4
Over 75 percent
  5
  5
  5
Don’t know

89
89
89
Refused


	17.
	Could you please recall one instance when successful school parent partnership was achieved?

Yes
  1
No
  2
Don’t know

89
Refused
99

	17.a. If yes, please describe the instance: 











	
	Module 4 – Parenting training services for parents

	18.
	Some of the ways in which a school can support parenting are listed below. How useful would the following activities be to improve pupils' learning in your school:

To a large extent

To some extent

To a limited extent

Not at all

Don’t know

Re-fused

a. organized sessions to help parents assist their children with homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. provided parents with materials helping to assist their children with homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. provided parents with materials helping to monitor their children’s homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. provided parents with information on creating a home learning environment

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. provided after school service on parenting to parents

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. parent issue-based support groups e.g. on violence, behavioral problems, etc.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Other (please, specify):                                                                             

1

2

3

4

89

99



	19.
	Please estimate the share of parents of pupils currently attending your school that (would) need parenting services:

  1
Less than 25 percent
  2
Over 25  but less than 50 percent
  3
Over 50 but less than 75 percent

  4
Over 75 percent
89
Don’t know

99
Refused


	19.a. Please identify the three main categories of parents most in need of parenting services (1 being the most in need):
1.







2.







3.
















	20.
	Some of the ways in which a school can support parenting are listed below. Please indicate whether in school year 2007-2008 your school has had:

At least once a month

At least once a semester

At least once a year

Not at all

Don’t know

Re-fused

a. organized sessions to help parents assist their children with homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. provided parents with materials helping to assist their children with homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. provided parents with materials helping to monitor their children’s homework

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. provided parents with information on creating a home learning environment

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. provided after school service on parenting to parents

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. parent issue-based support groups e.g. on violence, behavioral problems, etc.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Other (please, specify):                                                                             

1

2

3

4

89

99



	
	20a. If you provide any of these activities do you target specific groups? (Please identify service and group)

Parenting service

Target group(s)

1.

2. 

3. 

4.

5.



	21.
	How much do the following present barriers and problems that limit your ability as an institution to offer parenting services?

To a large extent

To some extent

To a limited extent

Not at all

Don’t know

Refused

a. Insufficient school resources to develop and run the services.

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. Lack of parents’ interest in engaging in school based parenting services

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. Parents too busy to be involved in school based parenting services.

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. Teachers are to busy to run parenting services.

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. Teachers lack necessary skills to offer parenting services.

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. Lack of methodology to develop parenting services.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Conflict between teachers and parents.

1

2

3

4

89

99

h. Other (please, specify):                                                                            .

1

2

3

4

89

99



	
	Module 5 – Parent involvement in school governance 

In this module we would like to inquire about the strategies adopted by your school to involve parents in school governance.



	22. 
	Please, identify how important is it that parents of pupils have a say, in order to improve the overall quality of education provided in your school?
Very important
Somewhat important
Of little importance
Not at all important
Don’t know

Re-fused

a. Evaluation of teachers’ performance.

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. Hiring and firing of teachers.

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. Selection of textbooks and other materials used in class.

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. Setting priorities for the school budget.

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. Social activity planning.

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. Development or up-dating of school policies and regulations.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Decisions taken at classroom level.

1

2

3

4

89

99

h. Decisions taken at school level.

1

2

3

4

89

99

i. Other (please, specify):                                                               .

1

2

3

4

89

99



	23.
	Does your school have a Parents’ Council?

Yes
  1
No
  2
Don’t know

89
Refused
99

	24.a. If yes, what are its main fields of contribution to school live? 
1. 







 
2. 









3.


















	24.
	Is, in the case of your school, are the members of the Parents’ Council entitled to:

Without restrictions
By invitation only

Under no circumstance
Don’t know

Re-fused

a. participate at meetings where school level decisions are taken?

  1
2

3

89
99

b. actively participate in the elaboration of new school policies/ strategies
  1
2

3

89
99

c. initiate the modification of an existing school policies?

  1
2

3

89
99

d. initiate the adoption of new policies?

  1
2

3

89
99

e. veto the adoption of rules they disagree with?
  1
2

3

89
99

f. other (please, specify):                                               .

  1
2

3

89
99



	25.
	How much does the Parents’ Committee influence the following areas in the daily life of your school:

To a great extent                                                

Some
Little
Not at all
Don’t know

Re-fused

a. Pedagogical methods used by teachers.

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. Content of lessons.

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. The planning of extracurricular activities.
1

2

3

4

89

99

d. The planning of school infrastructure development.

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. Helping pupils to value education.

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. Facilitating increased involvement of parents in school life.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Other (please, specify):                                               .
1

2

3

4

89

99



	26.
	Indicate the extent of influence in general parents in your schools have in practical school live in the following:

To a great extent                                                

Some
Little
Not at all
Don’t know

Re-fused

a. Evaluation of teachers’ performance.

1

2

3

4

89

99

b. Hiring and firing of teachers.

1

2

3

4

89

99

c. Selection of textbooks and other teaching materials used in class.

1

2

3

4

89

99

d. Setting priorities for the school budget.

1

2

3

4

89

99

e. Social activity planning.

1

2

3

4

89

99

f. Development or up-dating of school policies and regulations.

1

2

3

4

89

99

g. Decisions taken at classroom level.

1

2

3

4

89

99

h. Decisions taken at school level.

1

2

3

4

89

99

i. Other (please, specify):                                                                      .

1

2

3

4

89

99



	27.
	In your view, which has been the most significant initiative by the Parents’ Council in the current school year, if any?



	
	Module 6 – General attitudes 



	28.
	Overall what do you think the main benefits of engaging parents are:

To a large extent
To some extent
To a limited extent
Not at all
Don’t know

Refusal
a. Overall improved school climate
1
2
3
4
89
99
b. More positive attitudes and behavior of parents towards school
1
2
3
4
89
99
c. More overall support of parents for school
1
2
3
4
89
99
d. Improved pupil educational performance
1
2
3
4
89
99
f. Other (please, specify):                                                               .
1
2
3
4
89
99


	29.
	It is said that some parents are less likely to engage in school activities than others. Are there any groups of parents in your school that generally tend to get less involved than others? Which are these ones: 

1. 

2. 

3. 



	30.
	What special steps, if any, are taken by your school to encourage the active involvement of the above identified groups of parents?

1. 

2. 

3. 



	
	Module 7 – Module for topics identified by country (2-4 questions, max. 20 items). Not obligatory!!!


	
	School location:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Urban
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Rural

	School director’s gender:

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Male
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Female

	Name of settlement:


	


THANK YOU!
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